
Summer Reading 
English 2 Honors Magnet 

Environmental Science and Everglades Restoration 
Due Tuesday/Wednesday, September 3/4 2019              

 
The Barefoot Mailman by Theodore Pratt 

 
• Assignment will be typed and will be submitted to Canvas. Save an 

electronic copy of your assignment until Canvas is reactivated in the Fall.  
 

• A print copy of your assignment and the map will be submitted to your 
English teacher on Tuesday/Wednesday, September 3/4.              

 
Please acquaint yourself with the assignment before you begin reading the novel. 

Part I 
A. Read the “Author’s Note” on pages v-vi. On page vi, paragraph 2, Pratt 
makes a list of factual events that have been fictionalized.  

• The way Palm Beach was named 
• The Great Wine Wreck 
• The Celestial Railroad 
• The houses of refuge 
• The election held over the site of the courthouse for Dade County 

Research each incident and write a brief report (75-100 words) in your own 
words on the historical facts of the incident. These short reports should be 
typed. They should be paraphrased. Do not copy-paste from the internet – 
Turnitin.com will pick up plagiarism. 

B. Explain how Pratt fictionalized each of these events in the novel. Make 
reference to specific characters, situations, etc.  

Part II 
Draw a map of the southeast coast of Florida (see book’s cover). Put in the 
following cities: Miami, Key West, Fort Lauderdale, Palm Beach, Lake Worth, 
Hypoluxo, Juno, Jupiter, Hillsboro Inlet. As you read through the novel, note 
key incidents on the map (include but don’t limit to the incidents in Part I) and 
put in the houses of refuge.  

The final map should be in color. It should be done on an unlined piece of 8.5 x 
11 inch paper, mounted on a piece of construction paper or card stock which 
will serve as a border that frames the map. 

 

Due Tuesday/Wednesday, September 3/4             

 


